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1. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the brtemationaJ search was carried out on the basis of the brrternatlonal application In the 
language In which It was tiled, unless otherwise Indicated under this Item. 

I I the International search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the International application furnished to this 
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4. Wfth regard to the title, 

PH the text Is approved as submitted by the applicant 
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I I as suggested by the applicant Q None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the Invention. 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 
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Applicant's or agents file reference 
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Priority date (day/month/year) 
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Applicant 
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1 . The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

| X | in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 
07 January 2000 (07.01.00) 
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2. The election | X | was 

| | was not 

made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 





Authorized officer 


The International Bureau of WIPO 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


S. De Michiel 


121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 


3196307 



PATENT COOPERATION TREW rr=r 



L 4 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 



To: 



Mays, Julie 

BRISTOL-MYERS COMPANY LIMITED 

Patent Department 

Swakeleys House 

Milton Road Ickenham 

Uxbridge UB10 8NS 

GRANDE BRETAGNE 



PCT 




NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 71.1) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
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Date of mailing 
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IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International application No. 
PCT/EP99/03951 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
07/06/1999 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
09/06/1998 



Applicant 

BRISTOL-MYERS SQUIBB COMPANY et al. 



1 . The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 

3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the 
report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 
39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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Priority date (day/month/year) 


PCT/EP99/03951 


07/06/1999 


09/06/1998 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 




A61L15/28 






Applicant 






BRISTOL-MYERS SQUIBB COMPANY et al. 





1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

S This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 2 sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I E3 Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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IV 
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VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 



07/01/2000 



Date of completion of this report 



30.08.2000 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 
European Patent Office 

D-80298 Munich 
Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 

Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized officer 
Greif , G 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 8659 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/EP99/03951 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.) : 

Description, pages: 

1 -9 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-8 as received on 10/07/2000 with letter of 06/07/2000 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1 -8 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-8 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/EP99/0395 1 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1: WO 94 16746 A 

2. D1 describes a wound dressing suitable for the treatment of traumatic, surgical 
and chronic wounds, for example donor graft sites (p. 13, lines 3-9). The dressing 
consists of carboxymethyl cellulose filaments (claim 1), capable of absorbing more 
than 25g/g of fluid (examples 2 and 3), capable of absorbing wound exudate when 
applied to the wound (p. 12, lines 25-31; claims 19 and 20) thereby forming a 
transparent gel (page 3, lines 34-36; p. 12, lines 25-27) but still retaining enough 
fibrous character to be removed as a coherent dressing from the wound (claim 
20). The subject-matter of claims 1-3 and 6-8 of the present application is hereby 
fully anticipated by D1, and therefore claims 1-3 and 6-8 do not meet the require- 
ments of the PCT in respect of novelty and inventive step. 

Since the wound dressing disclosed in D1 contains the same technical features as 
the wound dressing disclosed in claims 4 and 5, the subject-matter of claims 4 
and 5 is therefore inherently disclosed in D1. Consequently, claims 4 and 5 cannot 
be considered novel and inventive either. 

3. Claims 1-8 of the present application fulfill the requirements of the PCT with 
respect to industrial applicability. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997) 



-07-2000 




99927919 



Claims 

1) Use of a wound dressing for the preparation of a substitute for a biological dressing for 
use in the treatment of acute wounds requiring the use of a biological dressing, the 
wound dressing comprising highly absorbent fibres. 

2) Use of a wound dressing for the preparation of a substitute for allograft skin for use in 
the treatment of acute wounds requiring the use of allograft skin, the wound dressing 
comprising highly absorbent fibres. 

3) Use of a wound dressing for the preparation of an adherent temporary cover for use in 
the treatment of acute wounds requiring a temporary cover, the wound dressing 
comprising highly absorbent fibres. 

4) Use of a wound dressing for the preparation of a substitute for a biological dressing for 
use in the treatment of acute wounds by adhering to the wound and providing 
conditions conducive to epithelial outgrowth, the wound dressing comprising highly 
absorbent fibres. 

5) Use of a wound dressing for the preparation of a substitute for a biological dressing for 
use in the treatment of acute wounds by promoting vertical wickdng into the dressing, 
thereby modulating inflammatory response, the wound dressing comprising highly 
absorbent fibres. 



AMENDED SHEET 



10-07-2000 



99927919 



-11- 

A wound dressing for use in the treatment of burns which promotes vertical wicking 
into the dressing and thereby modulates inflammatory response, the wound dressing 
comprising highly absorbent fibres. 

Use of a wound dressing as claimed in any preceding claim, the wound dressing 
comprising fibres that can absorb at least 25g/g of deionized water. 

Use of a wound dressing as claimed in claim 6 wherein the fibres are modified cellulose 
fibres. 
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Claims 



1) 



2) 



3) 



Use of a wound dressing for the preparation of a 
substitute for a biological dressing for use in the 
treatment of acute wounds. 

Use of a wound dressing for the preparation of a 
substitute for allograft skin for use in the treatment of 
acute wounds . 

Use of a wound dressing in the preparation of an adherent 
temporary cover for use in the treatment of acute wounds. 

Use of a wound dressing as claimed in any preceding claim 
wherein the wound dressing is fibrous. 

Use of a wound dressing as claimed in claim 4 wherein the 
wound dressing comprises fibres of carboxymethyl 
cellulose . 



6) Use of a wound dressing for the preparation of a 
substitute for a biological dressing for use in the 
treatment of acute wounds by adhering to the wound and 
providing conditions conducive to epithelial outgrowth. 



4) 



7) 



Use of a wound dressing for the preparation of a 
substitute for a biological dressing for use in the 
treatment of acute wounds by promoting vertical wicking 
into the dressing, thereby modulating inflammatory 
response . 
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A wound dressing for use in the treatment of burns which 
promotes vertical wicking into the dressing and thereby 
modulates inflammatory response. 




